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SPECIAL INTERVIEW

Article By Toru Hisada  Special thanks to Susume Miyamete
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Developing Environmental Consciousness in Manufacturing

With the Thai economy displaying continuous growth and the significance of Thailand's manufacturing
industry in the region continuing to grow, there is a growing demand for environmentally friendly manufacturing.
Susumu Miyamoto, the managing director of JP Weston, told us of the importance of environmental
consciousness in the Thai manufacturing sector.

JP Weston was established in July 2011. The company
has developed a rental business for cotton cleaning cloths
in Thailand, while setting itself the goal of "producing a
zero-waste cleaning cloth.” With this, the company aims
to improve the standards of environmental management
for manufacturers in Thailand.

“Many manufacturers in Thailand have included green
manufacturing, such as obtaining the 1SO14000 standard,
in their corporate philosophy. However, most manufacturers
have not yet realized the true value of green manufacturing,
including the use of re-usable cleaning cloths, as they
often prioritize initial costs and leave environmental
considerations aside. Yet, | believe that better environmental
management often enables manufacturers to establish the
long-term growth and sustainability of their businesses,”
Miyamoto told us.

He explained that better environmental management is
especially significant for the automotive industry, including
auto-parts manufacturers that generate hazardous oils and
chemical wastes. “Under Thai law, hazardous—waste-con-
taminated cloths have to be disposed of, and large amounts
of these hazardous cloths have been dealt with through
burning or burying them underground,” Miyamoto said. The
problem with this is that this leads to hazardous gases,
such as dioxins, being generated when burning disposable
polyester cloths, which are commonly used by manufacturers
in Thailand. This then causes a significant impact on the
environment and people’s health. Currently, there are no
laws regarding the cleaning or reusing of these types of
cloths in Thailand. However, according to Miyamoto, it
can create a much lower impact on the environment and
pecple’s health if equipment that can clean the water used
to clean these cloths is available. Furthermore, it also
enables manufacturers to reduce their operational costs
in the long term. Miyamoto explained that in countries
like Japan and the US, governments have regulated the
cleaning and reusing of hazardous-waste-contaminated
cloths. He suggests that the Thai government should
realize the value to the country of cleaning and reusing
these types of cloths.

Regarding the future of environmental management,
Miyamoto tells us that manufacturers in Thailand will
have to put extra effort into this as there has been a
growing demand for green manufacturing. In addition,
the Thai government will also have to encourage green
manufacturing in the country, including the issue of
dealing with hazardous-waste-contaminated cleaning
cloth management through enacting relevant laws.

These days, the survival of manufacturers depends on
the environmental management of their businesses.
Those manufacturers that are not able to achieve green
manufacturing will not be able to develop their businesses
further. Miyamoto says that JP Weston will continue
to serve in making manufacturers realize the value of
environmental consideration for their businesses in order
to contribute to the establishment of green manufacturing
in Thailand.
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